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The fourth nature of the contemporary
City
From RiIo de Janeiro to Seattle

Barbara Boifava. ph. D.
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The fourth Nature: the Nature of the city
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“We shall never again 1ind the peace of Eden put we can try to get closer to It by creating restful and
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Roberto Burle Marx
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Plan of the Aterro do Flamengo, Rio de Janeiro,1961
© Burle Marx Landscape Design Studio Archives, RJ
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Aterro do Flamengo, Rio de Janeiro, 1961
Roberto Burle Marx’s perspective drawing, © Burle Marx Landscape Design Studio Archives, RJ
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“The trick Is to perceive the freeway as part of the cityscape and tame it, rather than complain about it.”
Lawrence Halprin
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Cross section through canyon
Scale I//0°=1-0

! 2nd phase i ~ Longitudinal section through canyon
Scale 1/87%1=0
FREEWAY pARK Lawrence Halprin & Associates
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Freeway Park, Seattle, WA, 1970-1976

© Architectural Archives, University of Pennsylvania
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“The cities don't give us a chance fPareain, 0 seaiciruut nysieies, to adventure, to imagine the most

wonderful things

— to fantasize. They lack places to hide, to play.”
Lawrence Halprin



