i3 World Forum on
&, ton ko, PS_5.4_140 _Yahya

Ecotourism and
environmental education
potentials In urban forests
of Malaysia

Noor Azlin Yahya
Forest Research Institute Malaysia




N

{iNv2y_ World Forum on Ecotourism and Urban Forestry Program, Forest
Research Institute Malaysia

(O Urban Forests

)

Establishment of urban forests
Planting of local species
Arboriculture
Awareness on forest benefits
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IJI'eaIth benefits associated with access
to public open space and parks. Access to
vegetated areas such as parks, open
spaces, and playgrounds were associated

with better perceived general health

® Environmental
sustainability/biodiversity: Urban
forests improve air quality, trees capture
particles and toxic gases such as nitrogen
dioxide and ozone

® Cultural importance: Many urban open
spaces are important culturally and have

a long history of use
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® Informal learning benefits:
Environmental education In

open spaces has become
necessary to respond to
environmental change

Benefits to the community:
Open spaces provide an

opportunity to interact with
other individuals In the
community. Increasing levels of
social contact and social
Integration, particularly in
underprivileged neighborhoods.
May also be in terms of

economy
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® Malaysian in urban areas: 1980, 35%; 1995, 55%, by 2020 75% of Malaysian will live in cities &
towns

® The need for nature escapes while resources are to be protected, thus urban forests are
Important

® Malaysian Biodiversity: 1 of 12 countries of megadiversity

® Eco-parks - In accordance to National Forest Policy 1978 (Amendment 1992): To keep aside an
area to be sustained for recreation, eco-tourism and increase public awareness on forestry.
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e 20 km from KL
City Centre
 Established as
o e - wi= 0 Dlantationnin
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* Accesible for
tourism and
education site

Year Trees planted
1927 - 1930 372,471

1931 - 1935 220,025

1936 - 1940 150,178

1941 - 1945 20,429

1946 - 1950 125,000

1951 - 1955 46,481

1956 - 1960 71,944
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= FRIM Campus

Three Dimensional perspective view of FRIM area.
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Serves as a knowledge bridge to achieve
Important objectives, which are educational,
emotional and behavioural change
Entertaining and interesting to the audience
Enhances visitor’'s sensitivity to site degradations
and provoke the sense of attachments
Positively changing the attitude towards
environmental stewardship

Managers of recreation sites could lessen their
burdens through effective education

Effective education ensures sustainable use of
resources at the sites

Managing to maximise social, economic and
environmental benefits
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Nature Tralls and canopy
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Nature Education Centre
used as an environmentally
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| Learning about
iIndigenous plants such
as the Dipterocarps
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Tools for conservation of urban forest
resources

® Habitats for
conservation of
biodiversity

® Relate to cultural
values

® Interpretation: an
Interesting
method of
historical and
environmental
education
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® Tourism: significant
proportion of gross national
product, employment
opportunities and value-
added services especially
for the local community.

® Environmental
education/Urban green
tourism on should be
promoted In urban forests
to promote conservation
and sustainability

Dreyer, JM, Yahya NA & Kadir, NAA. Visitor's perceptions of the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia
(FRIM) as an urban open space for environmental learning: results of a qualitative survely Environ Dev
Sustain. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10668-018-0112-4
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May we and our children
be blessed In forest bliss

Terima kasih




