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Conceptualizing the National Forest City

A city comprising an ecosystem centered around forests and trees, in which mountains, rivers, 
forests, farmlands, lakes, and grasslands form a resilient system across the rural, peri-urban 
and urban areas of the city

Chinaôs National Forest City programme

Forest City Taiyuan̆Shanxi Province



The concept 
of urban 
forestry was 
introduced in 
the 1990s

Initial Stage
2004-2007

Standardization 
2008-2012 

Booming Development 
2013-2019

Incubation
Before 2004

2004, launch of 
the National 
Forest City 
program

2003, the 
establishment 
of Journal of 
Chinese Urban 
Forestry

2007:
Seven 
NFCs

2012:
41 NFCs

2019:
194 NFCs

Systematic 
strategic studies 
and practices

Quality Development
2020-now

Developing 
Indicators of 
NFC

Established 
the UFRC in 
2012

Begin to be 
involved in key 
national 
strategies

2022:
219 NFCs

NFC clusters

National 
standard for 
NFC indicators 
in 2019



Rapid and intense urbanization since 1980s has resulted in widespread 
environmental pollution and ecological degradation

VImproved urban forest coverage 

VConnected green-blue corridors

VBio-diverse urban ecosystems

VEnhanced human-nature harmony

National Forest City Programme: more resilient cities 

Enhanced ecological resilience



VSatisfying social needs for recreation

VImproving social interaction and cohesion

Enhanced social resilience



VTo develop eco-tourism and forest products

VTo provide green, sustainable jobs for local 
communities 

Enhanced economic resilience



VAfter 15 years of experimentation, the key 
performance indicators of the National Forest City 
were issued as a national standard in 2019 

VFive key categories (36 KPIs)

VForest networks 

VForest health

VEcological welfare

VEcological culture

VManagement mechanism

Key Performance Indicators of the National Forest City



Beijing, an exemplar of Chinaôs National Forest City



Training for urban biodiversity survey in May 2021 Survey of afforestation plots in May 2023

V 2011: analyzed the status quo of Beijing's 

urban forests and proposed development 

strategies 

V 2012 to 2015: Municipal Government 

implemented a 1 million mu afforestation 
project

V 2017 to 2022: another 1 million mu 

afforestation project was implemented 



V The forest coverage rate has increased from 37.6% in 2011 to 44.6% in 2022;
V Large forest patches and ecological corridors  have been established 
V Except for Dongcheng District and Xicheng District, all 14 districts have met the National Forest City 

standards

2012
2022



V 295 biodiversity conservation hotspots and 491 micro-wetlands have been constructed
V 308 bird species were observed in Beijing from 2012 to 2017, and 498 bird species were 

observed from 2018 to 2022. 


